
IIss  TThheerree  AAnnyy  WWoorrdd  
FFrroomm  tthhee  LLoorrdd??
Jeremiah 37:16-21



IInniittiiaallllyy,,  II  TThhoouugghhtt  TThhiiss  
QQuueessttiioonn  WWaass  AAsskkeedd  bbyy  
aa  WWiilllliinngg  SSeerrvvaanntt  ooff  GGoodd  



TThheerree  iiss  aa  SSaadd  SSttaatteemmeenntt  AAbboouutt  IIssrraaeell  
iinn  11  SSaammuueell  33::11



LLooookk  aatt  tthhee  TTeexxtt,,  JJeerreemmiiaahh  3377::22,,  66--88,,  1166--1177
Vs 2 “Neither he (Zedekiah the King), nor his attendants, 
nor the people of the land paid any attention to the words 
the Lord had spoken through Jeremiah the prophet

Vs 6-8 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the 
prophet: “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: 
Tell the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of me … the 
Babylonians will return and attack this city; they will 
capture it and burn it down.

Vs 16-17 Jeremiah was put in a vaulted cell in a dungeon 
(prison), where he remained a long time. Then Zedekiah 
sent for him and had him brought to the palace, where he 
asked him privately, “Is there any word from the Lord?” 
“Yes,” Jeremiah replied, “you will be delivered into the 
hands of the king of Babylon.”



ZZeeddeekkiiaahh  PPrraaccttiicceedd  ““SSeelleeccttiivvee  HHeeaarriinngg!!””



DDoo  WWee  RReeaallllyy  WWaanntt  aa  WWoorrdd  FFrroomm  tthhee  LLoorrdd  
WWhheenn  OOuurr  LLiiffeessttyyllee  CCoonnttrraaddiiccttss  HHiiss  WWoorrdd??
• King Zedekiah acted like he wanted to hear God’s 

messag; but when it didn’t suit him, he locked the 
messenger up in prison

• When God’s message doesn’t suit our lifestyle or habits, 
what do we do? (Close our Bibles, stop listening, stop 
worshipping) We continue our attitudes, drugs, alcohol

• Paul asked the Galatian Christians a question: “Am I 
therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the 
truth?” Galatians 4:16, Don’t crucify the messenger!

• Listen to what the Israelites told Moses in Exodus 20:19 -
“Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have 
God speak to us or we will die.” (we don’t want to be 
that close to God) God’s too straight for us!



DDoo  WWee WWaanntt  aa  DDiiffffeerreenntt  WWoorrdd  
TThhaann  GGoodd  HHaass  AAllrreeaaddyy  GGiivveenn??



KKnnoowwiinngg  GGoodd’’ss  WWoorrdd  IImmpplliieess  tthhee  
OObblliiggaattiioonn  TToo  BBee  OObbeeddiieenntt  TToo  IItt
Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do 
it, to him it is sin. James 4:17
• If we know a habit that we like to do is wrong, it’s a 

mighty “high-handed” sin to keep doing it! That’s 
flagrant rebellion! (flaunting it in God’s face). Read Jer. 
39:5-7, to see the king’s fate (lost his vision, kingdom) 
• Once we know the truth, we must have the courage to 

act on what we know. Remember Elijah’s challenge to 
God’s people in 1 Kings 18:21 on Mount Carmel?

“How long will you falter between two opinions? If the 
Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” But the 
people answered him not a word (they were convicted but 
not committed).



TThhee  PPllaann  ooff  SSaallvvaattiioonn


